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$200,000 AND YOU! 


ken hoegger, editor 


The SNA has just completed its first 
"Neighborhood Inititiated Improve- 
ment Program" project. Take a short 
country drive. Take a tour of the 
140 trees the SNA just planted along 
Circular Drive between Monterey 
Boulevard and City College. 


Your Association is in the process 
of submitting another project for 
qualification under the "Neighbor- 
hood Initiated Improvement Program". 
Resjydents' suggestions will be 
considered at our February lst 
Association meeting. In prior years, 
Suggestions related to street tree 
planting, landscaping of public 
property, play and sitting areas, 
community gardens, art projects, or 
Other improvements which enhance the 
quality of the environment have been 
given top priority. Sunnyside's 
area planner at City Planning, Bill 
Ward, will attend our February 
meeting. sill will offer advice in 
program selection and general 
project assistance. 


The competition for 1977° $290,000 
NIIP package is expected to be 
tough; with over 100 project propo- 
Ssals expected to be submitted from 
San Francisco's various neishcorhoods. 
Only those projects with wide 
neighborhood support demonstrating 
a Significant effect upon improving 
a neighborhoods environment will be 
considered for qualification. It 
is important that we demonstrate 
——Continued on Page 4— 
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HCI REHAB PROGRAM OFFERS SPECIAL 
LOANS | 
bronwyn belling, HCI officer 


HCI (The Housing Conservation 
Institute) is now offering free 
home improvement consultations 

and technical assistance in 
completing needed work to Sunnyside 
homeowners who live in homes south 
of Monterey Boulevard. 


HCI free services include: 1) an 
interview upon request to explain 
the HCI program; 2) complete 
review of your home's condition 
and recommendations as to work 
necessary to preserve your home; 
3) assistance in obtaining bids 
from reliable contractors; 4) 
financial advice, if desired, and 
assistance in arranging a loan; 
5) inspection and monitoring of 
work performed. 


As an added incentive, we are 
Pleased to announce that we have 
secured special below market rate 
loan commitments from three savings 
and loan associations. They are: 


Citizens Savings and Loan Assn.- 
Home Improvement Loan up to $10,000 
at 9% for up to 15 years. (Market 
rate home improvement loans now 

run from 11-12%). 

Bayview Federal Savings and Loan- 
First Deed of Trust to refinance 
and/or purchase property-Up to 
$55,000 for 30 year term at 8-3/4%, 


San Francisco Federal Savings- 
‘—-Continued on Page 5— 


THE CONSERVATORY thomas w. malim, sunnyside historian 
Part 4: The many interests of the Man who built the Conservatory 


William Augustus Merralls was a man of many interests, among them astronomy. 
One of the first things he had built was an observatory at the rear of the 
house. It was designed by him, and could’ rotate a full 360 degrees on steel 
balls. That ovservatory is still there, but hasn't been used since his death. 


Having exhausted his interest in mining, and being of a restless nature, 
Merralls turned to aircraft, which were in the experimental stages of 
development. He invented a combination balloon and self-propelled type of 
flying machine. He formed a company for its manufacture and named it "The 
Merralls Safety Aeroplane Manufacturing Company", with an office downtown 
and testing grounds at the corner of Van Ness Avenue and Hayes Street. 


In the stock prospectus, Merralls made note of the fact that whe. an aero- 
plane engine stops in the air, "The aeroplane will glide to earth, and in 
its downward flight it may land on a steeple, house, tree, lake, or river. 
In so doing, the Aviator usually meets his death". : 


His invention consisted of a balloon encased in a frame of bamboo webbing, 

to which was attached a gondola which supported four gasoline engines of 

his own design. Each engine was 75 horsepower. The hot exhaust gases from 
the engines were led to the balloon for inflation purposes, causing the 
whole affair to rise. In the event the engines failed, there was a system 
of burners which forced heated air into the balloon, an added safety feature. 


Connected to the engines, and easily detachable, were two propellers which 
gave the craft its foreward and backwards movements and could control the 
rise and descent. Both propellors were adjustable, and were the original 
variable pitch propellors which are so common on the prop driven aeroplanes 
of today and on many types of ships. 


The complete safety feature was in the fact that the unit could be safely 
set upon the ground if the weather became nasty. When the weather cleared, 
the engines were fired up, the bag inflated and ship, crew and passengers 
were on their merry way. In an operation such as that, it 1s hoped that 
the passengers would be well supplied with cold fried chicken and submarine 
sandwiches, and possibly a chilled bottle or two of Cold Duck. 


Also on his drawing board, Merralls had plans for a bi-plane with a wing 
span of 72 feet, powered by four 100 horsepower engines of his own design. 
He envisioned these teing used for travel, carrying messages, and possibly 
for military use in time of war. This nation was cuilt by men of vision 
such as his. 


Into the aeroplane venture, Merralls invested all his available capital. 
During this period, he had The Conservatory constructed. The actual cost ef 
construction exceeded his estimate, and when the time came to landscape 

The Conservatory and the outside areas, he made arrangements to pay the 
landscapers with stock in his new company. 


In 1910, Lizzie Merralls died, and within a year Merralls remarried, this 
time a nurse from Australia, named Temperance Laura. It wasn't long before 
> —Continued on Page 4— 
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The first step in relieving our neighbor- 
hood's parking problem is completed. The 
-preferential parking petition for Sunnyside | 
has been sent to the Director of Public : 
j 
| 
| 


Works, whose staff will undertake a 90 day 
study of our situation, analyze the data 
collected in that study and conduct a public 
meeting or meetings in the neighborhood. 

The date for this study has not yet been set. 


Many other neighborhoods have also petitioned 
for Preferential Parking. The Telegraph 

Hill-North Beach-Russian Hill complex Row’ % Barber Shop 
submitted their petition even before the 


719 MONTEREY BLVD. 


Dept. of Public Works and CAO office were ea emancece — 2 een 
prepared for the plans implementation. 
Their study is complete and DPW's analysis RON DAVIS PHONE 20 9.1977 


of the data collected is almost finished. 
A four block area near the -Daly City BART 
Station has its data ready for public 
hearings. Park Merced, Glen Park, and the 


Inner Sunset are nearly finished gathering 

Signatures for their petitions. SHIRO BRAS TY 
We hope that we can announce Sunnysides _ | si SB LUCTRONIC SERVICE 
public hearing date in our next newsletter. 71S MONTEREY BLYS- 


shi imi ecaecne SAN FRANCISCO CA. 
Norman Brie of DPW informed our Association TA. SALES 5 SERVICE 
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that his office is working on a comprehensive 
stop sign program for the area between 
Portola Drive and Ocean Ave. The initial 
proposals will be available for neighborhood 
comment at our March lst meeting. 
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THE OCEAN AVE. SAFEWAY 
dave wall, secretary = 


Would you trade Safeway for a Co-cp? We 
may loose the Ocean Ave. store after all, : 
but we might induce the fanous Consumers E | 
Cooperative of Berkely to come into that 

Store=- if we can organize strong community 
support. The Berkeley Co-op is not anxious 


Need Rew vOneial 


QUALITY CUSTOM CRAFTSMANSHIP GUARANTEED- 
Fils oo of Sarnpies to choose from Price? We cant be 


to expand, but the store they recently NEED YOUR ORAPERY CLEANED. se guarantee yout 
opened in San Francisco, in Northpoint, is a1 0 Cost 1 oulio Gaeta 
doing a land-cffice business. They have ee 
cheap prices on high nutrition foods and 

SH HADES & CUSTOM MADE. BED SPREADS- Vv 2 472 ercerts 


CALL FORFREE ESTIMATE 585- 5172 


The Drapery Trade Co. 


922 Monterey Bivd. - JU5-5172 


would like to help bring a Co-op to our 
neighborhood, call Asher Harer at 333-7780, 
or drop him a note at 149 Detroit. 
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our enthusiasm at our Associations 
February meeting. Bring all your friends 
and nei;hbors! 


THE CONSERVATORY—Continued 


$200,000 AND YOU!—-Continued 
she decided that the large house and the 
grounds would make a proper sanitorium. She | 
persuaded her husband of that fact, and in | 
due time the convalescent area was begun. 

This was in the attic of the house and the 
shingeled extension on the east side was 

added at that time. Temperance Laura 
immediately named the property "Sunnyside 
Laboratories", and it was still known by that 
name when Van Beck purchased the property in 
1919. 

The plans of the second Mrs. Merralls were ! 
never to be fully realized as her husband's 
company absorbed all ready cash, and the 

area upstairs was never completed. The 

threat of war in Europe had throttled further 
financing of the aircraft company. It would 
only be after his death that the real value 

of Merralls aircraft would be understood by 
Others. His fortune tied up in a seemtnely 
useless venture and his home heavily mortgaged 
Merralls had nothing left but his dream. 


On September 1, 1914, he visited some friends 
in Alameda. Returning home in the late 
afternoon, he was crossing some railroad 
tracks on a blind curve. No one knows how 

it happened, but Merralls, apparently absorbed 
in thoughts of monetary problems and failing 
health did not see or hear the train coming. 
He was run down and crushed to death under 
the wheels of the engine, his life ended by a 
piece of machinery that he had spent a 
lifetime trying to perfect. - 


The newspapers of that day printed his obit- 
uary On their front pages, and made note of 
the fact that the world had lost an inventive 
genius, and one of the great mechanical minds 
of all time. 
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His wife and young son continued to live on 

the property for some time after Merralls 
death. Unable to maintain the property or 
meet the mortgage payments, she allowed the 
bank to foreclose in 1916, and she and her 

son left this area, for where, it is not known. 
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ae GREGORY'S 
mys CHEVRON SERVICE 


ATLAS TIRES, BATTERIES 
ACCESSORIES 
Quality Merchandise & Service at Fair Prices'! 


State Certified Smog Station 


789 Monterey Blvd., San Francisco, 334-1210 


FREE DECORATING SERVICE 


COST LESS 
UPHOLSTERY... « 


WALTER, 
585-3013 


Monterey Beauty Salon 


597 MONTEREY BOULEVARD 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94127 


PHONE 584-1949 


OPEN 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 


\ ERWIN J. SUCCETTI EL. EN'NGS TUESOAY THRU FRIDAY 
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HCI REHAB PROGRAM-—Continued 


First Deed of Trust for Rehabilitation of 
property - up to $15,000 for 15 years at 82%. 
(4% below the current market rate). 

Fach of these loans is available on a limited 
first-come first serve basis only to HCl 
neighborhoods. They all offer substantial 
savings in monthly loan payments and should 
help make any improvement costs more afford- 
able. : 


If you are seriously considering making some 
improvernents and desire a free home improve- 
ment consultation please call the HCI office 
at 586-8000 for further information. Please 
do not contact the savings and loan office-- 
these loans are only available through HCI. 
Time is limited, call now! 


We are also enclosing a questionaire to owner 
occupants in the demonstration area. This 
will help us get a better idea of the conditio 
of homes in the area. «Please return this 
questionnaire to HCI in the postage paid 
envelope. 
SNA CALENDAR 
FEPRUARY lst Resident suggestions for 
#200,000 NIIP program 
Guest: Bill Ward, City Planner 
1) Your Association in 
conjuction with 14 other groups 
within Sunnyside are planning a 
grand Street Fair for May. Help 
us plan this much talked about 
happening. 
2) Stop sign proposals 
Guest: Norman Bray, DPW 
Crime and White Collar Fraud 
Guest: District Attorney repre 
sentative. 


March lst 


APRIL 5th — 


Monthly meetings are held on the lst Tuesday 
of every month at 8:00 pm, at Saint Finn 
Barr's Church Hall, located at Edna and 
Hearst. 
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like A Good Mewhbor, 
State Farm 
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For all your 
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MONTEREY HARDWARE 

718 MONTEREY BLVD. 
LICENSED PLUMBERS 
opper Pipe Estimates 


537-5685 


HOUSEHOLD - HARDWARE - ELECTRIC 
PAINT - GARDEN & MISC. SUPPLIES 


cf 


FRANK PoSS‘S 


NISSION TERRACE 
PHARMACY 


1901 SAN JOSE AVE 


SBENILZ 


HOURS MON-FRI. 9:30 to 6p. 


CIRCLE CLEANERS 


QUALITY WORK-ALTERATIONS 
REASONABLE. PRICES 


985-5903 


GIBRALTAR SAVINGS 
and Ioan Association 


| 7ul Monterey Loulevard, San Franasco, Calif 94127 ¢ (415) 5844774 
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WILLIAM C. MOORE 


Savings Supervisor 
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CASH FOR ESTATES 
TUES. TARY SATURDAY 
OR BY APPOINTMENT 


EXCELSIOR 
ROOFING CO. GERMAN 
Since 1906 CAR SERVICE 


“Hi Neighbor” 
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586-7100 


586-7060 


